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Introductory Reading 

Education plays an important role in every society. It helps people gain knowledge, develop skills, and 
prepare for future careers and a successful life. Around the world, students attend different types of 
schools, such as public schools, private schools, online programs. Others are tutored privately. Although 
education systems vary, most students study core subjects like math, science, languages, and history. 
 
In many countries, education is compulsory until a certain age, meaning children must attend school. 
After finishing high school, some students choose to further their education by going to college or 
university, while others enter the workforce or learn a trade.  
 
Today, technology is changing the way people learn. Often students use digital tools, online courses, and 
virtual classrooms in attempts to make education choices more flexible and cutting edte. Even with 
these changes, the main goal of education remains the same: to help people grow, think critically, and 
succeed in life. 
 

Vocabulary List 

Compulsory   — required by law or rules 
Core subjects   — main academic subjects taught in school 
Public school   — a school funded by the government 
Private school   — a school funded by families or organizations 
Curriculum   — the subjects and content taught in a school 
Higher education — education after high school, such as college or university 
Workforce   — all the people who are working or available to work 
Trade    — a job requiring special skills, often learned through training 
Virtual classroom  — an online learning environment 
Critical thinking  — the ability to analyze information and make good decisions 
Academic performance — how well a student does in school 
Enrollment   — the process of registering for school or a course 
Assessment   — tests or evaluations used to measure learning 
Scholarship   — financial support for students to help pay for education 
Learning environment  — the place or conditions where learning happens 
 

 

Discussion Questions 

 

1. What were your favourite subjects in school? Did those subjects help you to prepare for life? 
 
2. Did you attend college or university? Who chose the college or university you attended? 
 
3. How much free time does a high school student in your country have? How much homework is 

appropriate for children. 
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4. Does studying make you feel tired? How do you cope with fatigue when you have to study? 
 

5. Do you think that it is helpful to have a snack while studying? What is a good study snack? 
 

6. Do you find that listening to music helps you study or work? What kind of music is the best for 
studying? 
 

7. Should schools provide “life classes” that teach people how to cook, budget, make repairs, etc.? 
Who has taught you the most about life, your parents, grandparents, friends or someone else? 
 

8. Do you think that education standards are improving or declining? 
 
9. Do parents home-school their children in your country? What do you think of home schooling? Do 

you know anyone who was home-schooled? 
 
10. What are some ways a person can continue to learn as they get older?  
 
11. Does education guarantee a good job? Which is more important: the life skills you develop on your 

own or the academic structure you learn in college? 
 

12. Can someone have a good career without going to college or university? How? 
 
13. Which high schools and colleges are the best in your country? 
 
14. “We should not just prepare for life, but live it.” Do you agree?  
 
15. What kind of world do you think this would be if people never went to school? 
 
16. Should education be provided free by the government? 
 
17. Do you learn best by listening, reading, hands on activities, or something else? 

 
18. At school, did you prefer to work on a group projects or on your own? 

 
19. What qualities make a good teacher? 

 
20. What is one thing you wish that schools taught more about? 

 
21. Describe a teacher who influenced you. What made them special? 

 
22. Should students wear school uniforms? 

 
23. If you could go back to school or university again, what would you do differently? 
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